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In the interview with KTVZ, George Carrillo expressed how his diverse experiences and background set him apart from other candidates in the Oregon gubernatorial race. George is a second-generation Latino immigrant, a disabled United States Marine Corps Sergeant, a former sheriff deputy, and an executive leader within the Oregon Department of Human Services and the Oregon Health Authority. He knows firsthand what equity and oppression look like and has a deep understanding of the challenges Oregonians who have to apply for online payday loans face. He’s also committed to making immediate, effective change for all Oregonians in his first 100 days in office.




Government Agency Reform




George Carrillo’s first priority is government agency reform, focusing on changing the way government agencies manage risk, liability, and workforce. He proposes rewriting the mission statement of state agency Human Resources departments and consolidating them under the Department of Administrative Services (DAS). This move will ensure impartial investigations and promote equitable practices in recruitment, onboarding, retention, training, and leadership development. He also plans to provide funding for unions, fix state program backlogs, offer ongoing training on cultural humility and implicit bias, and create paid oversight committees to work closely with state departments.




Criminal Justice Reform




George recognizes that the current criminal justice system is flawed and aims to redefine the role of law enforcement in communities. He plans to end the reliance on law enforcement agencies to respond to mental health emergencies, homelessness, and low-level civil violations. Instead, he proposes retitling police officers as “peace officers” and requiring them to build relationships with their local communities. He also suggests creating a joint task force to proactively address criminal organizations and investing in officer training, which includes increasing the Oregon Basic Police Academy from 16 weeks to 700 hours and requiring additional classes and ongoing annual training.




Education




Although George Carrillo’s plans for education reform were not detailed in the interview excerpt provided, it is clear that he is committed to empowering communities through education and opportunity. This focus likely stems from his own experiences, as he earned his bachelor’s degree through the GI Bill and witnessed the challenges that marginalized communities face in the criminal justice system.




A Leader for Change: Carrillo’s Commitment to Oregon




George Carrillo’s diverse experiences, strong values, and concrete plans make him a compelling candidate for Oregon Governor. He understands the challenges that Oregonians face and is committed to fighting for a more equitable, just, and united state. By prioritizing government agency reform, criminal justice reform, and education, George Carrillo aims to build a brighter future for all Oregonians.




A Proactive Approach: Carrillo’s Focus on Equity and Inclusion




George Carrillo’s commitment to creating a more equitable and inclusive Oregon stems from his own life experiences as a second-generation Latino immigrant and as a public servant in various roles. He has seen firsthand the struggles faced by marginalized communities and understands that these challenges cannot be overcome without addressing the systemic issues at their core.




Addressing Rural Communities’ Needs




Carrillo acknowledges that rural Oregon communities often feel ignored and silenced when they raise concerns about systemic issues. He believes in fostering open communication and collaboration between these communities and government agencies to create effective solutions for their unique challenges.




Supporting Unions and Employee Rights




George Carrillo values the role of unions in advocating for employee rights and promoting fair working conditions. He plans to provide funding for increased full-time positions in unions and to collaborate with them in developing equitable recruitment, hiring, onboarding, training, and leadership development processes. This collaboration will ensure that the voices of workers are represented in government decisions that impact their lives.




A Strong Foundation in Community Engagement




Throughout his career, George Carrillo has been actively involved in community engagement, from serving in the United States Marine Corps to working as a sheriff’s deputy and in executive leadership positions within Oregon’s Department of Human Services and the Oregon Health Authority. He understands the importance of strong community cooperation in overcoming the challenges faced by marginalized groups and is dedicated to fostering a sense of unity and collaboration across the state.




Conclusion: George Carrillo – A Visionary Leader for Oregon




George Carrillo’s unique perspective, steadfast commitment to equity and inclusion, and bold vision for Oregon make him an exceptional candidate for governor. His focus on government agency reform, criminal justice reform, and education demonstrates his dedication to addressing the root causes of systemic issues and creating lasting change for all Oregonians. As a leader who truly understands the struggles faced by marginalized communities, Carrillo is poised to unite Oregonians under a common goal of building a more equitable, just, and prosperous state for everyone.
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